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against tyranny and wrong of any kind ; . . . They
are the absolute property of their owners, and may
be systematically cursed, beaten, tortured, or even
killed, without redress or penalty inflicted." And
again, still dealing with the atmosphere of cruelty
which surrounds these children, he says:
" the well-known prevalence of cruelty, taken with the
social and temperamental forces known to operate in
the system, and reckoned on an ordinary basis of averages,
make it certain that a large percentage of such
children endure a daily hell of misery too fearful for
comprehension." *
There are many whose nationality or profession
make it impossible for them to penetrate into the
homes or factories of the Chinese. Mr. Coates
has no such handicap in obtaining first-hand know-
ledge. He comments thus on the suffering inflicted
upon these children:
" Individual cruelties which would electrify any country
in Europe with a spasm of horror hardly awaken the
mild comment of a single street in China's grand modern
republic. Floggings, suspensions, the pouring of boil-
ing water over the hands, the amputation of a finger-
joint, gagging and tying up for torture with hot irons,
and similar cruelties are not uncommonly practised upon
these children."a
Amongst the cases of cruelty mentioned by Mr.
Coates is that of a little girl who
" as a child, had been suspended by her owners from a
1 The Red Theology in the Far East, p. 151.              * Ibid.